Wednesday 19 September
6:30pm Session 1 Opening Night
(Invitation Only)
DEAF MUGGER

William Mager, 2010, 2mins

Comedy, UK

A Deaf mugger must take along his sign interpreter if he wants his victims to understand they are being mugged. A light-hearted look at the lengths deaf people will go to be understood.

AGLAÉE
Rudi Rosenberg, 2010, 19min, Drama, France

Being a teenager can be brutal. 15-year-old Benoit loses a bet in the schoolyard and is forced to ask fellow student Aglaée, who has a physical disability, out on a date. When she rejects his offer, he reacts by humiliating her. Hostilities escalate until Aglaée teaches Benoit an unexpected lesson. 

APHASIA

Jim Gloster, 2010, 40min, Drama, USA

Carl McIntyre may have survived a massive stroke in 2005, but his life is transformed forever. A successful film, television and stage actor, Carl’s reputation has been built on his ability to powerfully portray human emotions and interactions. As a result of the stroke he loses his ability to read, write and speak and thus becomes an outsider in a world that is built solely on a person’s ability to communicate. Carl is determined to overcome the seemingly insurmountable obstacles to continuing his career but even the simple act of ordering an ice cream challenges him.  

Aphasiathemovie.com
Thursday 20 September
1:30pm Session 2 Fresh Collaborations (Free)
YOU SEE ME

Phil Heuzenroeder, 2011, 18 min, Animation, Australia

You See Me is a series of nine short animations made by people perceived to have a disability. Animated by Nick Kallincos, these deceptively simple animations tell the participants' stories of adversity to triumph in their everyday lives with compelling authenticity. 

www.youtube.com/wildatheartcommunity.  
WHO IS HE?

Costa Athanassiou, Alex Litsoudis, 2011, 5 min, Documentary, Australia

Who is he? Who is he? Who is he? He is Alex, he is Greek-Australian, he has a mild intellectual disability and he wants to be a star! Flamboyant, pushy and ambitious, Alex is determined to make it on stage and screen. Is this a case of nature or nurture? His Greek mother confesses happily “I always let him do what he wanted!”
www.costascreativemedia.com.au 
BEAUTIFUL

Genevieve Clay, 2010, 13 min, Drama, Australia

Two people with intellectual disabilities navigate the challenges that surround them when their relationship is on public display at the local swimming pool. 

www.busstopfilms.com.au
Discussion with filmmakers and participants

3:30pm  Session 3 Authentic Casting
What is it about FORREST GUMP, RAIN MAN, GLEE and non-disabled actors cripping up! 

Did SNOW WHITE AND THE HUNTSMAN really have to use non-short-statured actors as dwarves?

People with a disability make up 20% of the world’s population and have four times the spending power of teenagers but they might as well not exist when it comes to media representation. 

U.S. disability advocate and disabled actor Christine Bruno gets real with a frank and provocative dialogue about the world’s largest minority; a minority that anyone can join in an instant. She will explain how the film industry can move beyond antiquated stereotypes by utilizing this largely untapped talent pool to tell universal stories from bold, unique and fresh perspectives.

Bruno speaks directly to the decision makers in the industry, the casting agencies, the producers, directors and funders. This is presentation not to be missed if you want to be artistically and financially ahead of the game!

Christine Bruno is based in New York City and has worked nationally and internationally as a disability advocate, actor, director, singer and acting coach. She has an MFA in Acting and Directing from the Actors Studio Masters Program and is a member of the Actors Studio. 

Bruno is in Australia representing Alliance for Inclusion in the Arts, a not-for-profit advocacy organization based in New York City that promotes authentic dialogue about race, culture and disability to create opportunities for full inclusion in theatre, film, television and related media. www.inclusioninthearts.org
Session 4  5pm Cinema Futura (Free)(Forum)
Cinema Futura 2012: Back to the Future?

Join us for another provocative instalment of the forum that takes the pulse of Australia’s progress towards equal access to film, cinema and film festivals.

How far have we come and where to next?

In 2010, less than 1% of screenings at the four major cinema chains offered Open Captions. Responding sustained community action, these exhibitors are now rolling out Closed Captioning and Audio Description to all of their multiplexes. By 2014, 20% of all screenings will offer Closed Captions via Captiview

Cause for celebration or exasperation?

In 1992, the Australian Government signed the Disability Discrimination Act into law. Section 24 (1) of this act of parliament made it unlawful for a person who provides goods or services to discriminate against another person on the ground of the other person’s disability. Section 24 (2), however, that it is not unlawful if this imposed unjustifiable hardship on the person who provides the goods or services. 

Twenty year on, what has this legislation achieved?

Join us at this feisty panel discussion and hear the voices of those who are making the rules, those who are making the changes, and those who making the noise. 

Whatever side you are on, grab the opportunity to have your say.

7pm Session 5 Deaf Identity
THE LETTER

Sami Vuoriheimo, 2010, 5mins, Music Video, Finland

Signmark is a unique creative artist, a world-renowned deaf rapper from Finland. He created this visually arresting and dynamic music video as a tribute to young NZ fan Emma Agnew, who died not long after meeting her hero at one of his concerts. 

DEAF RELAY: AT YOUR SERVICE

Diane Wilkins, Jeanette Castillo, 2010, 7 mins
Comedy, USA 
Anything goes in a normal day at work for relay service officers! From simulated phone sex to ordering the pizza delivery they do their best to please. Sometimes the translation doesn’t always go as intended. A call from the Deaf Relay Service might just be the most exciting call of the day! 

THE THIRD BRIGADE OF LIBYA

Etienne de Clerck, 2012, 26 min, Documentary, France

Imagine being in a war zone without being able to hear an incoming attack. In February 2011, a civil uprising exploded in Libya. During this turmoil, a unique group fought alongside the rebels: the 'Deaf and Mute Brigade' who took up arms to change their destinies forever. 

AUSTIN UNBOUND

Eliza Greenwood, Sel Staley, 2011, 44mins

Documentary, USA

A Deaf man is born into a female body. It is his burden and his journey to change his gender. His deafness? Not an issue! He is proud to be a Deaf man. Or will be, when he is no longer a woman.

www.austinunbound.org.
Adult themes

9pm Session 6 King of the Castle
THE ATTACK OF THE ROBOTS FROM NEBULA-5 (EL ATAQUE DE LOS ROBOTS DE NEBULOSA-5)

Chema García Ibarra, 2008, 6 min, Sci-Fi, Spain

Regarded as odd by his family and the local community, a man believes he has superior knowledge about the world’s impending destruction, of which he will be the sole survivor. Alienation meets alien invasion in this visually stunning low budget sci-fi that questions the way we see the world.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/El-ataque-de-los-robots-de-Nebulosa-5/43622087648
PRINCESS (PRINSESSA)

Arto Halonen, 2010, 98min, Narrative fiction, Finland

Like a feather in the wind, Anna is tossed from one foster home to another until she is taken to a mental asylum. Anna refuses to defer to the authority of the doctors; instead, she insists they address her as “Your highness”. Her stubborn refusal to conform leads to an intense battle of wills with the institutions authoritarian director. But this is the 1950’s, and the hospital is keen to try new therapies…. 

Based on the life of Anna Lappalainen, the only psychiatric patient to have a memorial built in her honor. 

www.princessthemovie2010.com
Adult themes

Friday 21 September

10:30 am Session 7 Making the Connection
3.15 TO BRUNSWICK

Gemma Falk, 2012, 3 min, Romantic Comedy, Australia

Created for the City of Port Phillip, this whimsical short film captures a romantic moment of connection between two people waiting for a train that never arrives.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5h_mXlQ-tCg&feature=relmfu
BEAUTIFUL

Genevieve Clay, 2010, 13 min, Drama, Australia

Two people with intellectual disabilities navigate the challenges that surround them when their relationship is on public display at the local swimming pool. 

www.busstopfilms.com.au
STRONG LOVE

Bonnie Burt, 2007, 56 min, Documentary, USA

Strong Love is the story of world-class weight lifter Jon Shapiro and his childhood sweetheart Holly James, both of whom were born with Down syndrome. This documentary follows the couple over the course of three years, starting with their decision to get married. Their challenges, their triumphs, and their complex, sometimes surprising relationships with family and friends are at the heart of this tender film. 
1pm Session 8 Sex, Love and Intimacy (Free)
SEX, LOVE AND INTIMACY

We really need to talk...

It’s time to have an explicit conversation about sexual desire, relationships, disability and choice.  

What are the obstacles facing people with a disability?

Are there additional obstacles for women with a disability?

Is everyone getting what they need?

Is everyone getting what they want?

Join us for a robust, inclusive and long overdue public conversation. The films screening in this year’s festival are already tackling the diverse issues of sexuality, intimacy and disability. A woman with one leg looks for romance in The Left Foot Cinderella, two people with Down syndrome choose to marry in Strong Love, a blind boy falls in love for the first time in I Don’t Want to Go Home Alone and in Aglaee, what starts as humiliation leads to teenage arousal.

Moderated by Cyndi Darnell, sex educator and counsellor, this inclusive discussion will inform, educate and perhaps enflame. 

Forum speakers include:

Rachel Wotton is a sex worker and a passionate advocate for the sexual rights of people with a disability. She appeared recently in the documentary, Scarlet Road.

Kath Duncan is a 50 something bentster queer amputee freak who was born different and intends to stay that way.

Thomas Banks is a gay guy originally from rural Victoria with cerebral palsy. He is a motivational speaker and author.

David Craig has 35 years experience in community development, advocacy and disability policy development with a particular interest in recreation, relationships and social inclusion.
Donna Gabriel is the developer of the ground breaking Social Impact Program.

This promises to a lively presentation and we welcome everyone’s participation in the following discussion.

3:30pm Session 9 Where did the words go? (Presentation)
APHASIA

Jim Gloster, 2010, 40min, Drama, USA

Carl McIntyre may have survived a massive stroke in 2005, but his life is transformed forever. A successful film, television and stage actor, Carl’s reputation has been built on his ability to powerfully portray human emotions and interactions. As a result of the stroke he loses his ability to read, write and speak and thus becomes an outsider in a world that is built solely on a person’s ability to communicate. Carl is determined to overcome the seemingly insurmountable obstacles to continuing his career but even the simple act of ordering an ice cream challenges him.  

Screening is followed by Q&A with festival guests, Carl McIntyre and producer/cinematographer Chuck Bludsworth. 

http://www.aphasiathemovie.com/
6pm Session 10 Deaf Experience
DEAF MUGGER

William Mager, 2010, 2mins

Comedy, UK

A Deaf mugger must take along his sign interpreter if he wants his victims to understand they are being mugged. A light-hearted look at the lengths deaf people will go to be understood.

CHASING COTTON CLOUDS 
Samuel Dore, 2010, 24mins

Drama, UK

A Deaf boy retreats into his fantasy world rather than deal with life after his father’s death. A poignant study of grief leavened by the boy’s imaginative and beautiful animations.

MY SONG

William Mager, 2009, 27mins, Drama, UK

A lyrical coming of age story of a young Deaf woman who starts to learn sign language, knowing she doesn’t quite fit into the hearing world of her family. Inspired by a Sign Song Talent Quest, she practices hard only to find it more difficult to be accepted into the Deaf world than she thought. 

INGELORE

Frank  Stiefel, 2009, 40mins, Docu-drama, USA

Ingelore is a German Jewish Deaf woman who not only had to overcome her parents’ inability to see past her deafness but also having her childhood stolen from her in the outbreak of WW1. It is her irrepressible strength and spirit that helps her, from the day she learned her first word at the age of 6, to the new life she forged filled with love and laughter.

Adult themes

http://www.ruthfilms.com/ingelore.html
Filmmaker William Mager Q&A
8:30pm Session 11 Short and Sharp
AUSTISTIC DISSONANCE

Eric Bent, 2011, 4 min, Animation, Canada

A young animator shares the often confusing experiences of growing up with autism.

PAINTING WITH 14 PERSONALITIES

Tuyet Le, 2010, 4 min, Documentary, UK

“There are paintings that I have no memory of doing”. Artist Kim Noble explains the reality of living with dissociative identity disorder as she shows us the artwork created by her 14 personalities.

http://www.facebook.com/PaintingWith14Personalities
10:4 (TEN TO FOUR)

Guy Natanel, 2011, 6 min, Drama, UK

Immersed within the sensory richness of sight, 10:4 explores one man’s blindness through the textures, colors, and sounds of the mundane. A North London flat becomes the site of memories and desires, engaging with the tensions of deprivation while posing a central question: can the sighted fully comprehend what it means to be blind?

: http://guygadol.wix.com/guynatanel#!films/vstc5=10to4
THE LEFT FOOT CINDERELLA (CENDRILLON DU PIED GAUCHE)

Benjamin Lehrer, 2009, 14 min, Comedy, France

Lea is a modern, single girl in the city. She loves socializing and shoe shopping. But the day just gets off on the wrong foot and it seems this Cinderella won’t be dressed for the ball tonight. Her path is full of potholes and trip hazards. But will her Prince Charming love her in spite of her prosthetic leg?
I DON'T WANT TO GO BACK ALONE (EU NAO QUERO VOLTAR SOZINHO)
Daniel Ribiero, 2010, 17 min, Drama, Brazil
Leonardo is a blind teenager falling in love for the first time. He is confident he knows whom he loves, but his friends are not so sure. 

eunaoquerovoltarsozinho.com.br 
AGLAÉE
Rudi Rosenberg, 2010, 19min, Drama, France

Being a teenager can be brutal. 15-year-old Benoit loses a bet in the schoolyard and is forced to ask fellow student Aglaée, who has a physical disability, out on a date. When she rejects his offer, he reacts by humiliating her. Hostilities escalate until Aglaée teaches Benoit an unexpected lesson. 

This screening session is followed by The Thoughtful Song Society performance in the Other Club.

Saturday 22 September

12pm Session 12 Am I so Different?
THE DEMOCRATIC SET

Bruce Gladwin, 2012, 5mins, Performance, Australia

In August this year, Arts House invited local community groups to collaborate with Back to Back Theatre’s creative team in a custom-made film set to create a rapidly moving series of short live performances and screen-based video portraits. Enjoy it while it’s fresh!  

http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/ArtsHouse/Program/Pages/TheDemocraticSet.aspx
WHO ARE YOU TO ME

Dror Reshef, 2010, 88 min, Drama, Israel

What’s in a word? When it comes to intimacy, everything. An encounter between two people, one with an intellectual disability, the other with a mental illness, reveals the universality of our struggle with commitment. Initial resistance and uncertainty begin to give way to a deeper connection as these so called ‘outsiders’ experience the pain that only intimacy can deliver.

2:30pm Session 13 Deaf Futures

THE END
Ted Evans, 2011, 24mins, Mockumentary, UK
A provocative peep into a future where deafness has been engineered out of existence. It’s a brave new world not without its objectors. It follows four Deaf children over 60 years; who will choose the new treatment and will it be the miracle it promises for all?

www.bslbt.co.uk/zoom
I’M DEAF AND I DIDN’T KNOW

Igor Ochronowicz, 2009, 70mins
Docu-Drama, France

A young girl grows up in a hearing family not knowing she was deaf, only that she couldn’t hear. In a canny recreation of Sandrine’s childhood mixed with her warm retelling to camera we start make sense of this extraordinarily awkward start to life as a fabulous deaf person. 

4:30pm Session 14 The Price of Victory

WARRIOR CHAMPIONS

Craig Renaud, 2009, 80 min, Documentary, China / USA

The emotional story of a group of severely wounded American soldiers, as they fight to turn nightmares of war into Olympic dreams. Warrior Champions is a coming home story of struggle and triumph that challenges every notion of what it means to be disabled. 
AN OLD SONG FOR THE MOUNTAIN (TARANEYE ANDOUHGIN E KOOHESTAN)
Hamed Khosravi, 2010, 40 min, Documentary, Iran

An unflinching look into the eyes of broken men. Decades on, the trauma of war continues to haunt the returned soldiers who fought in the Iran-Iraq war. They lost their comrades in battle, but when they returned, they lost their mental health and their connection to the community. 

Adult themes

7:30pm Session 15 Athens Inferno(Presentation)
In Greece earlier this year, a man living at home in an iron lung died. The power company turned off the electricity to his house because his family didn’t pay their power bill.

The financial crisis is hitting the poorest and most vulnerable members of the community hardest. In the name of austerity, essential services and pensions are being slashed. People with a disability are the first to feel the effects of this catastrophe. However, they have also been the first to join the mass demonstrations and civil disobedience to protest against these austerity measures. 

In June 2010, nine people with a disability occupied the Department of Social Security for two days. They refused to leave until the federal Minister agreed to meet them to discuss their grievances. 

Antonios Rellas was one of those nine people.

In his only Australian appearance, Antonios Rellas brings a confronting report directly from the frontline of civic upheaval. Utilising ‘camera verite’ and interviews, Rellas presents a human rights tragedy and how people with a disability are fighting back.

Antonios Rellas is a citizen of Greece and a disability activist. As a young man, he lost his left leg and the use of his left arm in a motorcycle accident shortly after graduating from film school. He has since worked extensively directing film, television, dance and theatre. 

In 2007, he initiated the Emotion Film Festival, a disability film festival in Athens. His documentary about paralympians preparing for the Athens games, The Waves of the Aegean screened at The Other Film Festival in 2008.
9:30pm Session 16 Wild Things
46/47

Nadine Heinze, 2011, 8min, Drama, Germany

Daniel doesn’t feel different, so why does everyone treat him so? They look at him pityingly; they patronize him and treat him like an outsider. Well Daniel has had enough…he wants to be included. 46/47 is a deliciously sharp comedy that offers an off-centre perspective on how people with genetic difference are viewed in the world.

THE PUNK SYNDROME (KOVASIKAJUTTU)

J. Kärkkäinen & J.-P. Passai, 2012, 85 min, Documentary, Finland
A bunch of misfits with two chords, a heap of attitude and something to say.

Close enough for rock’n’roll? Join the wild ride with punk band, Pertti Kurikka’s Name Day, as they journey from their humble rehearsal room to sudden cult success across Finland. 

True to punk tradition, the band plays hard and loud and their off-centre lyrics reflect their experiences as adult men with intellectual disabilities. The audience’s laughter fades, however, when the band starts to sing about self-hatred and living under other people’s control. Ego and anarchy abound as they unleash their alienation and exclusion on an unsuspecting world. 

Is this gnarly outfit able to handle instant stardom?

Sunday 23 September

2pm Session 18 Positive Exposure: The Spirit of Difference (Presentation)
What is beauty?

Rick Guidotti answers this question with an energetic and breathtaking presentation of his work with children living with genetic difference. Guidotti has been photographing young people around the world for fifteen years and the photographs he has taken will change how you think about beauty and difference forever.

Positive Exposure responds to the desire of each individual living with a genetic difference to be viewed first and foremost as a human being with their own unique needs rather than as a specific diagnosis or disease entity. Guidotti describes how the dehumanizing and dispiriting medical images of children, often with their eyes masked, as an important catalyst for his work. 

The energy that radiates from these unforgettable images challenges the stigma associated with difference by celebrating the beauty of human diversity.

Rick Guidotti spent fifteen years as a fashion photographer working in New York, Milan, Paris, and London for everyone from Elle to Yves Saint Laurent. In 1997, together with Diane Mclean, he founded Positive Exposure, a non-profit organization dedicated to highlighting the beauty of genetic diversity and challenging the stigmas associated with differences in appearance. Guidotti has presented at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History and tours regularly. Please visit positive exposure.org for more information.

Rick Guidotti will be photographing young people with genetic difference in Melbourne during The Other Film Festival at North Melbourne Town Hall. Visit otherfilmfestival.com for more details.

Look out for the exhibition of his latest work in the Other Club. 

www.positiveexposure.org
4pm Session 17Fresh Shorts

THE ATTACK OF THE ROBOTS FROM NEBULA-5 (EL ATAQUE DE LOS ROBOTS DE NEBULOSA-5)

Chema García Ibarra, 2008, 6 min, Sci-Fi, Spain

Regarded as odd by his family and the local community, a man believes he has superior knowledge about the world’s impending destruction, of which he will be the sole survivor. Alienation meets alien invasion in this visually stunning low budget sci-fi that questions the way we see the world.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/El-ataque-de-los-robots-de-Nebulosa-5/43622087648
VERONIKA

Mark Michel, 2011, 7 min, Documentary, Germany

Veronika is autistic, has multiple physical disabilities and as a child she was certified with an IQ of zero. Veronika also happens to be extraordinary. Not only is she able to communicate, she studies and writes stories. Illustrated by marvellous sand paintings, this is an engaging portrayal and insight into the inner world of Veronika.

http://www.portphillip.vic.gov.au/youtube-project.htm
46/47

Nadine Heinze, 2011, 8min, Drama, Germany

Daniel doesn’t feel different, so why does everyone treat him so? They look at him pityingly; they patronize him and treat him like an outsider. Well Daniel has had enough…he wants to be included. 46/47 is a deliciously sharp comedy that offers an off-centre perspective on how people with genetic difference are viewed in the world.

SUNNY BOY

Jane Gull, 2011, 12 min, Drama, United Kingdom

Danny has a rare skin condition that prevents him from being in the sun. All he really desires is to be a regular teenager. But are the risks too great? 

http://www.janegull.com/#!sunny-boy
3.15 TO BRUNSWICK

Gemma Falk, 2012, 3 min, Romantic Comedy, Australia

Created for the City of Port Phillip, this whimsical short film captures a romantic moment of connection between two people waiting for a train that never arrives.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5h_mXlQ-tCg&feature=relmfu
JUST BE FRANK

Elise Bialylew, 2010, 15 min, Documentary, Australia

Frank Senior is an African-American blind jazz singer adjusting from walking with a cane to training his new guide dog, Kew. As Frank navigates the streets of Manhattan, we see the trust, courage and humour necessary for a blind person to navigate New York City. 
THE CONFERENCE

Alex Usborne, 2011, 18 min, Comedy, United Kingdom

Pradeep is planning a conference.  Not just any conference, it’s for International Day of the Disabled. However, mixed-up room bookings, troublesome guests, and a rebellious deaf theatre company ultimately leads to a day in which everything that can go wrong most certainly does. 

6pm Session 19 Walk a Mile in My Shoes
THE LEFT FOOT CINDERELLA (CENDRILLON DU PIED GAUCHE)

Benjamin Lehrer, 2009, 14 min, Comedy, France

Lea is a modern, single girl in the city. She loves socializing and shoe shopping. But the day just gets off on the wrong foot and it seems this Cinderella won’t be dressed for the ball tonight. Her path is full of potholes and trip hazards. But will her Prince Charming love her in spite of her prosthetic leg?

BODY AND SOUL (DE CORPO E ALMA)
Matthieu Bron, 2010, 54 min, Documentary, Mozambique

Three young Mozambicans with mobility disabilities navigate the physical and social obstacles that surround them. Victória plans a fashion show for women who use wheelchairs; Mariana seeks friendship as she battles the built environment while Vasco, who walks with his hands, creates a business repairing shoes.
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